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objective phenomena; ami that these phenomena are directly influenced by 
this condition, and but remotely by the constitutional disorder. 

“That the lesion in question ib a state of hyperesthesia, or exalted sensibility 
of certain nerves, viz., tho optic and retina, and tlio ciliary and conjunctival 
brandies of the ophthalniio of tho fifth pair. 

“That tho phenomena attendant upon photophobia—namely, contraction 
of tho pupil, spnBin of tho orbicularis, sneezing, and laohrymation—nro tho 
results of reflex action, displayed in a morbid form under tho influence of this 
lesion. 

“That inasmuch ns tho impression of light upon tho retina is competent to 
excite closure of the eyelids ns well as contraction of tho pupil, as proved by 
tho experiment of Mngendio, already quoted, optio hyporaisthesia may bo ad¬ 
mitted to exist ns an isolated pathological condition, capablo of producing pho¬ 
tophobia independently of other nerves. 

“That the symptoms of ophthalmic by perm stlie si a vary in intensity and 
character, according ns tho nerves referrod to nro separately or conjointly 
affected; and that physiological experiments, ns well as pathological observa¬ 
tions, sanction the division of tho lesion into three forms. 

“ That tho first form (optio hypera'sthesia) is characterized by tho impression 
of light producing a luminous or chromatic glare, attended with n peculiar and 
distressing, but not painful eonsation in tho eyes; and that its symptoms, sub¬ 
ject to occasional intermissions, commonly precedo for several days tho appear¬ 
ance of inflammatory phenomena. 

“That tho second or complicated variety of tho lesion—that which engages 
all tho nerves before mentioned—being quickly followed by tho objective symp¬ 
toms of strumous ophthalmia, can seldom bo recognized for any length of time 
as a simplo nervous affection, although invariably present in all unequivocal 
examples of tho disease. 

“That ciliary bypermsthesia (third form) is best distinguished from the other 
varieties by the neuralgic character of the pain, and that it moro frequently 
follows than precedes tho ophthalmic disease. 

“That a distinction should be mndo between tho ordinary relapsing cases of 
8truniou8 ophthalmia nnd thoso rarer examples of tho disorder in which tho 
symptoms pursue a course of greater certainty and steadiness, inasmuch as the 
therapeutical indications differ in tho two varieties. 

"That in cases of phlyctenular ophthalmia attended with inveterate photo¬ 
phobia, wftero a satisfactory inspection of tho eyeball is desirable or necessary, 
tho amesthetio influence of chloroform is the most suitable expedient. 

“That when scrofulous ophthalmia occurs in connection with chronio arti¬ 
cular, or such liko diseases, and protracted suppurative action is on tho declino 
or has ceased, much benefit may bo expected from actons ond issues ns prophy¬ 
lactic remedies. 

"That nrsenic is a most valuablo agent in inveterate cases of this disease, 
more especially thoso complicated with chronio oruptions of tho scalp or cuta¬ 
neous Burfnco generally.” 

50. Division Posteriorly of Cataract in Situ. —Prof. Martin, Superintendent 
of tho Calcutta Eyo Infirmary, reports (Indian Annals of Med. Set., April, 
1857) an outline of several cases, to demonstrate tho utility of an operation 
which has been for some years more frequently roaorted to lor cataract than 
any other in his practice, "both as a preliminary proceeding and.as tho prin¬ 
cipal operation for individual cases. Its object is to divido a portion of a lens 
near the oircumfercncc, by making an opening in the capsulo sufficiently largo 
to admit the aqueous humour, in order tnnfc solution may bo effected to ascer¬ 
tain extent; tho lens being left in its position, and the parts with which it is 
connected being undisturbed, or ns little altered in their relative position as 
possible. A needle is entered through the tunics posteriorly and made to 
penetrate the lateral part of tho capsulo, and the substance of tho lens at the 
circumference: it is then rotated a few times with a view of producing division 
of tho lens, and, being then withdrawn, the operation is concluded. 
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“This operation lias advantages over others employed for division, as follows, 
viz.: 1st . That it causes no alarm or irritation to the patient. 

“2 (I. By its means often an almost immediate improvement of vision takes 
placo. 

“ 3 d. Scarcely over is thero any inflammation succeeding it. 

“4/A. It assists us in our diagnosis {of so much importance with regard to 
futuro proceedings) as to whether the lens alono or tho capsule with tho lens is 
opaquo, also ns to whether tho lens is soft or hard, whether it has a solid nu¬ 
cleus with a soft circumferenco or not, &c. &o. 

11 5/A. Tho anterior hemisphere of the capsulo is untouched, and, consequently, 
if transparent, does not become opaquo as ft result of tho operation. 

“ G th. Tho aqueous humour is, by this operation, allowed access to tho lens, 
without tho lens being separated from its connections. 

“ This is tho operation most generally performed in tho infirmnry for cataract, 
both as ft preliminary and as a principal operation. In the greater number of 
cases of tho disease, ns it is seen among tho natives of this country, tho cata¬ 
ract is of a mixed consistence, and may be likened to jelly somewhat hardened, 
in n great portion, if not all, of the substance. This is often the only opera¬ 
tion that is found necessary, but, in many cases, particularly if the nucleus is 
solid, it is found necessary to perform other operations for division, depression, 
&C., of wlmt remains. Ab regards a subsequent operation for depression, it is 
believed that this preliminary operation docs good by gotting rid of the softer 
parts of the Ions wliioh, by their lightness, and by tho bulk of the object to bo 
depressed, cause it often to riso nbovo the axis of vision nftor tho depression. 
Tho softer circumferential parts having been removed by absorption, tho sub¬ 
sequent operation enables tho less buoyant mass now left, to remain in tho 
position into which it has been depressed. Thero is also diminished risk of tv 
smaller mass pressing upon and doing injury to tho internal tunics. 

“Thero aro many cases in which it will bo found by no means sufficient to 
havo made a smaller aperture in the capsule, and to lmvo admitted the aqueous 
humour within it, nnd incised tho lens: it will bo ncccssnry to divido tho lens 
moro extensively, nnd lacerate tho capsule nlso more freely ; in many cases of 
tho mixed form of cataract it will bo enough to do this, although tho operation 
may requiro to bo repeated once or twico; but, in n certain proportion, wo find, 
that tho opaquo lens will not undergo tho process of absorption, at any rate if 
it bo left in situ ; whereas, if wo depress tuo remainder, it will, for tho reasons 
above mentioned, rcinnin after tho preliminary operation, bolow tho axis of 
vision, nnd, if it do not bccomo readily absorbed, will, at any rate, givo riso to 
no irritation. In such ensea, we may, with confidence, expect the patient to 
rocovor good vision, whereas in many cases, particularly where the nativo 
practitioners havo oporated, wo find that tho lens—bulky as it is often in tho 
native's oyo, compared with tho posterior chnmbcr and tho globo—having boon 
at onco depressed has pressed upon tho retina, or tho iris, or contiguous parts, 
nnd dono irreparable mischief. This I lmvo found very rarely to have happened 
■in my practice, whoro depression has been employed after nt least one attempt 
nt division, in the manner above reported. 

“ In a certain but not large proportion of cases, treated by this simple method, 
I havo found no other operation necessary; tho patient has attained good 
vision. But, in general, it has had tho effect of slightly improving sight, and 
this will bo seen in tho cases above reported, often within ft few days, or nt 
any rnto ft modorato period (from 5 to 27 days). By tho time a month has 
olnpscd, I often see that n patient who beforo had hardly a glimpse of light, 
can seo much moro light than beforo; or, whero bo could not previously see 
objects, can make them out distinctly; ns soon ns it becomes evident that the 
improvement is not prpgressivo, I then proceed to repent tho operation or adopt 
such means as may ho found necessary. Often tho patient seems to bo so well 
satisfied with tho result of tho simplo operation, that ho does not stay to lmvo 
anything further done. There is another advantage connected with this pro¬ 
cedure; this is, that, if it bo carefully done, thero is not a possibility of tho 
nucleus of tho lens becoming dislocated. Sometimes wo unexpectedly meet 
with a hard nuclous, or, at least, one sufficiently solid to oause groat mischiof, 
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if lying in the chamber, with n rather soft cireumferenco; but however much 
the soft part may become romoved by absorption, tho nucleus in this method 
cannot escape through tho small aperturo ot the cnpsulo: on this account the 
operation is not contra-indicatcd in cases where we suspect the nucleus to be 
hard, ns wo may, at any rate, reduco tho bulk of tho lens, and that I look upon 
us a point of great importance, particularly when our practico lies with tho 
Kcngnllcc3, with whom tho more perfect operation of extraction is, ns far as 
my experience goes, tho least successful of any. A small body, oven if hard, 
will lie in tho posterior ehnmbcr without giving riso to irritation, when a 
larger one even less solid, would causodestructive inflammation of tho organ.” 

[It is to bo regretted that Prof. Martin has not explained how, in his ope¬ 
ration, tho aqueous humour is allowed access to the lens, while the anterior 
capsule is left untouched.] 


MIDWIFERY. 

51. Menstruation during rregnanev. By Dr. Elsasser. —This contribution 
to a disputed topic is founded upon 50 cases, extracted from tho journal of the 
Stuttgart Lying-in Hospital, cases which nro said to rest upon tho most certain 
information. The subjects were 15 primipnra) and 30 pliiriparm, who, with 
the exception of two women (aged 30 and 41), wero between 20 and 30 years 
of ago. Of the 51 children born, 34 wero boys and 17 girls, 3G being mature 
and 15 immature. Tho menstruation during pregnancy occurred in 50 women, 
in the following manner: Once in 8, twico in 10, tlirco times iu 12, four in 5, 
five in 6, eight in 5, nnd nino in 2. In 13 cases the peculiarities of tho rhythm 
of the discharge wero inquired into, and tho rhythm was found regular in 4, 
in 1 it occurred at the sixth week, in 3 there wero pauses botween tho epochs, 
in 2 the menstruation first apnenred after tho second month, in 2 after the 
fourth, and in 1 after tho ulth month. In ono caso tho menstruation first 
appeared in the middle of gestation, and henceforth cumo on every four weeks, 
lasting threo or four days. The child perceived but feebly nt first, was strongly 
felt during tho Inst four or five weeks, llcmnrrhngo occurred twico within a 
week before delivery, but a mature, living infant was born. Indications ns to 
the amount of discharge wero furnished in 20 cases, nnd in 18 of thorn it was 
less than in the non-pregnant condition. The weight of tho 35 maturo infants 
varied from 5 lbs. to 9 lbs. 

Dr. Eleiisser observes that although he is unable to stato the proportion of 
cases in which menstruation occurs during pregnancy, it is by no means so 
exceptional an occurrence ns supposed by some authors. It occurs more 
frequently in pluripnno than in primipnrro; and it takes placo much moro 
frequently during tho first half of pregnanoy, and especially in tho earlier 
mouths of this, than during the latter half. The amount of dischargo too is 
smaller than in the normal menstruation. The duration of tho pregnancy was 
normal in more than two-thirds of tlieso cases (36), while in nearly one-third 
(14) of tho cases it was interrupted, in 4 during its first, and in 10 during its 
latter half. As regards the development of tho child, which by eomo authors 
has been supposed to be impeded by the occurrence of menstruation, this was 
found to bo normal, or moro than normal in three-fourths of tho cases.— Mo- 
natschriflfilr GeburtskUnde. lid., 73. 

52. Premature Discharge of Liquor A mm i.—Dr. T. II. Badis'oton, Surgeon 
to tho County Infirmary, Londonderry, states (Dublin Hospital Gaz., Nov. 15, 
1858), thatlio was recently consulted by a lady, mother of four children, who 
informed him that in her first pregnancy tho liquor amnii was discharged two 
months before the birth of her child. In her second pregnancy tho eamo 
occurrence took placo in tho sixth month. In tho third, in the fifth month, and 
in the fourth, in the fourth month. 

The children were all born alive. 



